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Biden flexible on who gets aid, tells lawmakers to ‘go big’ 


By LISA MASCARO and JOSH BOAK 

Associated Press 3 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden told Demo- FINANCIAL 
cratic lawmakers Wednesday he’s “not married” to an 

absolute number on his $1.9 trillion COVID rescue plan but 


Congress needs to “act fast” on relief for the pandemic — S. 
and the economic crisis. 
Biden also said he doesn’t want to budge from his pro- 
posed $1,400 in direct payments promised to Americans. 
But he said he is willing to “target” the aid, which would 
mean lowering the income threshold to qualify for the 
money. 
“Look, we got a lot of people hurting in our country to- 
day,” Biden said. “We need to act. We need to act fast.” 
Biden said, “I’m not going to start my administration by 
breaking a promise to the American people.” 
He spoke with House Democrats and followed with a 
meeting at the White House with top Senate Democrats, 
deepening his public engagements with lawmakers on 
pandemic aid and an economic recovery package. To- 
gether they are his first legislative priority and a test of the 
administration's ability to work with Congress to deliver. 
Biden's remarks to the Democratic House caucus were | | —_ 
relayed by two people who requested anonymity to dis- President Joe Biden meets with Senate Majority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of N.Y., and other 
cuss the private conference call. Democratic lawmakers to discuss a coronavirus relief package, in the Oval Office of the White 
House, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, in Washington. 
Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 





Ne: 





Peg 

*French-Caribbean cuisine % ae bs ne Wey w' eae 

*Outdoor seating a, oe tee et OO gh ee “ rr AEE oi Theat eG 
*Live music — oo “2a ee 


Mon - Fri by MARISELA 
Thur - Sat by Jairo Saxophone 


*Early bird special from 5 till 7 


3 course menu including a glass of wine $32 
(Not available from Dec .23 till Jan 5) 














HEADING BACK HOME? OFFERIN 


SAME DAY RESULTS = 


LEAVING ON A SATURDAY OR SUNDAY? 
CONDUCT TEST ON FRIDAY BEFORE 114M 
RESULTS ARE SENT ELECTRONICALLY 


CONDUCTED BY ($2) "=0L48 


ROMANTIC DINNER UNDER THE IE STARS 
y \ice’s 
sibistro sii ca vouae | 


THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2021 |UP FRONT 





T= 








Biden flexible on who gets aid, tells lawmakers to ‘go pig) 


Continued from Front 


While Biden is trying to 
build bipartisan support 
from Republicans, he _ is 
also prepared fo rely on 
the Democratic majority 
in Congress to push his top 
agenda item into law. Ob- 
jecting to the president’s 
package as excessive, 
Republicans proposed 
a $618 billion alternative 
with slimmer $1,000 direct 
payments and zero aid for 
states and cities. But Biden 
panned the GOP package 
as insufficient even as he 
continues private talks with 
Republicans on potential 
areas of compromise. 

InN his meeting with Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and 10 top Sen- 
ate Democrats in the Oval 
Office, the president ex- 
pressed confidence that 
the relief package would 
still win over GOP votes and 
be bipartisan. 

“| think we'll get some Re- 
oublicans,” he said at the 
start of the meeting. 

With a rising virus death toll 
and strained economy, the 
goal is to have COVID-19 
relief aoproved by March, 
when extra unemployment 
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assistance and other pan- 
demic aid measures expire. 
Money for vaccine distri- 
butions, direct payments 
to households, school reo- 
openings and business aid 
are at stake. 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said the pres- 
ident fully recognizes the 
final package may look 
different than the one he 
initially proposed. 

She said further target- 
ing the $1,400 payments 
“means not the size of the 
check, it means the in- 
come level of the people 
who receive the check.” 
That’s under discussion, she 
said. As lawmakers in Con- 
gress begin drafting the de- 
tails of the package, Biden 
is taking care to shore up 
his allies while also ensuring 
that the final product fulfills 
his promise for bold relief to 
a battered nation. 

House Democrats were 
told on the call with the 
oresident that they could 
be flexible on some num- 
bers and programs, but 
should not back down on 
the size or scope of the aid. 
“We have to go big, not 
small,” Biden told the Dem- 
ocrats. “I’ve got your back, 


























Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York, speaks to family during a ceremony 
memorializing U.S. Capitol Police officer Brian Sicknick, as an urn with his cremated remains lies 
in honor on a black-draped table at the center of the Capitol Rotunda, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, 


in Washington. 


and you've got mine.” 

As the White House reaches 
for a bipartisan bill, House 
and Senate Democrats 
have launched a lengthy 
budget process for approv- 
ing Biden's bill with or with- 
out Republican support. 
Voting started Tuesday in 
the Senate and was set for 
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Wednesday and Thursday 
in the House. 

“We want to do it bipar- 
tisan, but we must be 
strong,’ Schumer said af- 
ter the 90-minute session 
at the White House. Demo- 
crats are “working with our 


Republican friends, when 
we can.” 
The swift action § follows 


Tuesday’s outreach as Bi- 
den and Treasury Secre- 
tary Janet Yellen joined the 
Democratic senators for 
Qa private virtual meeting, 
both declaring the Repub- 
licans’ $618 billion offer was 
Too small. 

Both Biden and Yellen re- 
called the lessons of the 
government response to 
the 2009 financial crisis, 
which some have since 
said was inadequate as 
conditions worsened. 
Schumer said of the Re- 
publican proposal: “If we 
did a package that small, 
we'd be mired in the COV- 
ID crisis for years.” 

Earlier in the week, Biden 
met with 10 Republican 
senators who were pitch- 
ing their $618 billion alter- 
native, and told them he 
won't delay aid in hopes of 
winning GOP support even 
as talks continue. 

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell criticized 
the Democrats for pressing 
ahead largely on their own 
as the GOP senators try to 
orovide bipartisan alterna- 


Associated Press 


tives. 

“They've chosen a totally 
partisan path,” McConnell 
said. “That's unfortunate.” 
The two sides are far apart. 
The cornerstone of the 
GOP plan is $160 billion for 
the health care response 
— vaccine distribution, a 
“massive expansion’ of 
testing, protective gear 
and money for rural hospi- 
tals, similar to what Biden 
has proposed for aid spe- 
cific to the pandemic. 

But from there, the two 
plans drastically diverge. 
Biden proposes $170 billion 
for schools, compared with 
$20 billion in the Repub- 
lican plan. Republicans 
also would give nothing to 
states, money that Demo- 
crats argue Is just as impor- 
tant, with $350 billion in Bi- 
den’s plan to keep police, 
fire and other workers on 
the job. 

The GOP's $1,000 direct 
payments would go to few- 
er people — those earning 
Up to $40,000 a year, or 
$80,000 for couples. Biden's 
bigger $1,400 payments 
would extend to higher in- 
come levels, Ud to $300,000 
for some families. 

The Republicans offer $40 
billion for Paycheck Protec- 
tion Program business aid. 
But gone are Democratic 
priorities such as a grad- 
ual lifting of the federal 
minimum wage to $15 an 
hour.) 
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Virginia Senate passes death penalty abolition bill 


By SARAH RANKIN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — The 
Virginia Senate passed a 
bill Wednesday that would 
abolish the death penalty, 
a measure that if passed 
into law would mark a ma- 
jor policy change for a state 
that over its centuries-long 
history has led the nation in 
the number of executions it 
has carried out. 

The Democrat-controlled 
chamber approved the 
bill in a 21-17 vote that split 
along party lines and was 
seen as a key hurdle for the 
measure. Advocates now 
expect the House version 
of the bill to easily clear 
that chamber, and Demo- 
cratic Gov. Raloh Northam 
has said he supports the 
legislation. 

Wednesday's vote  fol- 
lowed a lengthy, emotional 
floor debate. 

“| cannot think of anything 
that is more awful, unsopeak- 
able and wrong for a gov- 
ernment to do than fo use 
its Dower To execute some- 
body who didn’t commit 
the crime they’re accused 
of. The problem with capi- 
tal punishment is that once 
it’s inflicted you can’t take 
it back, it can’t be correct- 
ed,” Democratic Sen. Scott 
Surovell, the bill's sponsor, 
said as he introduced it. 
Democrats raised concerns 
about the racial disparities 
in the application of the 
death penalty and pointed 
to research that shows it 
does not deter crime. 
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State Sen. Jen Kiggans, R-Virginia Beach, speaks with Sen. Bill Stanley, R-Franklin County, as 
Senate Bill 1165, relating to abolishing the death penalty, was being discussed as the Senate 
meets at the Science Museum of Virginia, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, in Richmond, Va. 


Republicans urged a “no” 
vote on the bill, saying It 
wouldn't give victims’ fami- 
lies a chance af justice and 
voicing concerns that peo- 
ple convicted of heinous 
murders would be eligible 
for parole. 

GOP Sen. Bill Stanley, who 
had initially co-patroned 
the measure, angrily sooke 
against it after Democrats 
a day earlier rejected at- 
tempts from Republicans 
to amend the bill, including 
changes Stanley proposed 


that he said would have 
guaranteed that people 
convicted of aggravated 
murder would never leave 
prison. 

“This could have been 
coming out today as a bi- 
partisan effort to end the 
death penalty. Instead it’s 
Qa party-line effort,” said 
Stanley, who also spoke 
about his personal opposi- 
tion to the death penalty. 
He ultimately did not vote. 
Republican Sen. Mark 
Obenshain acknowledged 
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the “misapplications of 
capital punishment of de- 
cades and centuries past” 
but said that should not be 
a reason to do away with 
the punishment entirely. 

He described the brutal 
crimes committed by two 
men formerly on death row: 
lvan Teleguz, Convicted in 
2006 of hiring a man to kill 
the mother of his child, and 
Ricky Gray, who was con- 
victed of killing a family of 
four, slashing their throats 
and setting their home 


ablaze in 2006. Teleguz had 
his sentence commuted to 
life without parole in 2017; 
Gray was executed the 
same year. 

“These are savage crimes. 
These are the worst of the 
worst,” he said. 

Democrat Janet How- 
ell said she used to be a 
“fervent” supporter of the 
death penalty, a position 
that changed after the 
murder of her father-in-law. 
She described in emotional 
testimony how his killing af- 
fected her family and how 
they found themselves in 
disagreement over the 
death penalty and the 
punishment her father-in- 
law's killer should face. 

“| don't buy the idea that 
we would support the 
death penalty for the ben- 
efit of victims’ families. It 
doesn't work that way. Trust 
me, it doesn’t work that 
way,’ she said. 

Virginia has executed near- 
ly 1,400 people in more 
than four centuries, more 
than any other state, ac- 
cording to the Death Pen- 
alty Information Center. In 
modern times, Virginia Is 
second only to Texas in the 
number of executions since 
the Supreme Court rein- 
stated the death penalty in 
1976. 

But executions have slowed 
in Virginia in recent years — 
the last inmate put to death 
was William Morva in 2017 
— and no death sentences 
have been imposed in the 
state since 2011.L) 





After delays, construction on Obama library to start in 2021 


By SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Cor- 
struction of the Obama 
Presidential Center in Chi- 
cago will move forward this 
year after a four-year fed- 
eral review and other de- 
lays, officials said Wednes- 
day. Former President 
Barack Obama chose a 
South Side lakefront park as 
the site for his presidential 
library in 2016, not far from 
where he began his politi- 
cal career, taught law and 
lived with his family. Howev- 
er, the planning hit numer- 
ous snags due to a legal 
battle with park preserva- 


tionists and protests from 
neighborhood activists 
who feared the planned 
$500 million center would 
displace Black residents. 

Chicago’s City Council has 
since approved neighbor- 
hood protections, and a 
four-year federal review 
process that was needed 
because of its location in 
Jackson Park — which is 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places — has been 
completed. “Getting fo this 
point wouldn't have been 
possible without the folks in 
the community who have 
been a part of this process 
along the way,’ Obama 


said in a video message 
release Wednesday. “We 
know that by working to- 
gether, we can unlock the 
South Side’s fullest potential 
— and help set up our city, 
our country, and our world 
for even better years still to 
come.” 

Obama _ Foundation _ offi- 
cials said the city will begin 
ore-construction work in 
April, including the reloca- 
tion of utility lines, with ac- 
tual construction starting as 
early as August. 

Obama has described the 
center as a hub for youth 
programming and _ public 
gatherings that will jump- 


In this May 3, 2017, file photo, former President Barack Obama 








speaks at a community event on the Presidential Center at the 
South Shore Cultural Center in Chicago. 


start the economy on the 
city’s South Side, parts of 
which are impoverished. 
Obama Foundation _ offi- 
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cials estimate the center 
will helo create about 5,000 


jobs, both during and after 


construction. L] 
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Justice Department drops Yale admissions discrimination suit 


By COLLEEN LONG and MI- 
CHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
another reversal of Trump- 
era policy, the Biden ad- 
ministration on Wednesday 
dropped its discrimination 
lawsuit against Yale Uni- 
versity that alleged the lvy 
League school was. ille- 
gally discriminating against 
Asian American and white 
applicants. 

Federal prosecutors said 
the Justice Department's 
Underlying — investigation, 
aimed at ensuring Yale 
complies with federal anti- 
discrimination laws, con- 
tinues. The government 
accused Yale in October 
of violating civil rights laws 
because it “discriminates 
based on race and nation- 
al origin in its undergradu- 
ate admissions process, 
and that race is the deter- 
minative factor in hundreds 
of admissions decisions 
each year.” 

The investigation stemmed 
from a 2016 complaint 
by the New Jersey-based 
Asian American Coalition 
for Education coalition 
against Yale, Brown and 
Dartmouth. 

Yale said its practices com- 
ply with decades of Su- 
preme Court precedent 
and that it looks at “the 
whole person” when de- 
ciding which applicants to 
admit. 

A department spokesper- 
son said in a statement that 


In this May 24, 2010 file photo, future graduates wait for the procession to begin for commencement 





at Yale University in New Haven, Conn. 


it was dropping the suit “in 
light of all available facts, 
circumstances, and legal 
develooments” but didn’t 
specify further. The govern- 
ment also notified Yale that 
it had withdrawn its deter- 
mination letter that the uni- 
versity discriminated based 
on race and national ori- 
gin. Yale was gratified and 
pleased by those two de- 
velooments, spokesperson 
Karen Peart said. 

But Swan Lee, a co-found- 
er of the group behind 
the complaint, called it “a 
racist decision because it 
oreserves discrimination in 
education. It’s a setback in 
our fight against racial dis- 


crimination against Asian 
Americans in education.” 
The change in administra- 
tions brought an end to the 
suit, but the challenge to 
college admissions policies 
that take race into account 
is alive in a case against 
Harvard’s practices. 

The challengers have lost 
at each round in the low- 
er courts, but their appeal 
is expected in the com- 
ing weeks at the Supreme 
Court, where a conserva- 
tive majority may well be 
more receptive. 

The Yale investigation also 
found that the university 
used race as a factor in 
multiple steps of the ad- 
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missions process and that 
Yale “racially balances its 
classes.” 

The Supreme Court has 
ruled colleges and univer- 
sities may consider race in 
admissions decisions but 
has said that must be done 
iN a narrowly tailored way 
to promote diversity and 
should be limited in time. 
Schools also bear the bur- 
den of showing why their 
consideration of race Is ap- 
propriate. 

“lam totally shocked by 
the Biden DOJ’s hasty deci- 
sion to drop the Yale law- 
suit, only eight days after 
President Biden signed an 
executive order claiming 


to combat anti-Asian dis- 
crimination,” said Yukong 
Zhao, the president of the 
Asian American Coalition 
for Education. 

But the decision was lauded 
by other civil rights groups, 
including one run by the 
Biden administration's — in- 
coming assistant attorney 
general for civil rights. “It 
has been proven in the 
courts that race-conscious 
admissions programs are 
lawful, and Black students 
and other students of color 
who come from all walks 
of life can rest a little easier 
knowing our government Is 
looking to lift them up, not 
divide and suppress,” said 
David Hinojosa, director of 
the Educational Opportuni- 
ties Project at the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law. The group’s 
president, Kristen Clarke, Is 
Biden’s nominee to run the 
Justice Department’s civil 
rights division 

Biden's Justice Department 
is working to undo Trump 
policies, including “zero tol- 
erance,” the immigration 
policy that was responsible 
for family separations. Also 
Wednesday, the Supreme 
Court agreed to requests 
from the Biden = admin- 
istration to put off argu- 
ments in two challenges to 
Trump-era policies involv- 
ing the U.S.-Mexico border 
wall and asylum-seekers 
as Biden works to change 
the policies that had been 
challenged in court.) 
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In this Oct. 14, 2014, file photo, Carlos Rafael talks on the 
phone at Homer’s Wharf near his herring boat F/V Voyager in 


New Bedford, Mass. 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 

A legal dispute over the 
sale of fishing boats once 
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owned by a disgraced for- 
mer fishing magnate nick- 
named “The Codfather” is 
headed to state court in 





Fate of boats owned by ‘The Codfather’ 


heading to court 


Massachusetts this month. 
It’s the latest develooment 
in a waterfront saga that 
has dragged on for years 
in one of busiest fishing 
ports in the country. Car- 
los Rafael, whose fishing 
operations were based 
out of New Bedford, Mas- 
sachusetis, was once the 
owner of one of the larg- 
est commercial fishing op- 
erations in the U.S. 

Rafael was sentenced to 
nearly four years in prison 
in 2017 for dodging quo- 
tas and smuggling prof- 
its overseas. The result of 


ine govermmenis case 
against Rafael included 
forced divestiture of his as- 
sets and a permanent ban 
from commercial fishing. 
Rafael complied, but a 
New Bedford fish auction 
house sued him with a 
complaint that he didn’t 
honor a right of first refusal 
agreement to buy boats. 
The auction house, BASE 
Inc., filed suit in Seotember 
2019, claiming it suffered 
millions of dollars in dam- 
ages because it wasn't 
able to buy the boats. 

But Rafael, who is on home 


confinement near the end 
of his sentence, maintains 


he did nothing wrong. His 
lawyer, John Markey of 
New Bedford, said he Is 
fighting the suit in court. 

The case was slated for a 
pretrial hearing Monday 
that was postponed by 
snow, and it is awaiting 
a new date this month, 
Markey said. “The Rafaels 
needed to defend them- 
selves because they were 
being sued,” Markey said. 
“When you engage in 
litigation, all the facts are 
going to come out.”L) 
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By ROB GILLIES 

Associated Press 

TORONTO (AP) — The Ca- 
nadian government des- 
ignated the Proud Boys 
group as a Terrorist entity on 
Wednesday, noting they 
played a pivotal role in 
the insurrection at the USS. 
Capitol on Jan. 6. 

The Proud Boys have faced 
increased scrutiny after 
seizing on the former Trump 
administration’s policies 
and was a mgjor agitator 
during earlier protests and 
the Capitol riot on Jan. 6. 
The Proud Boys is a far-righf, 
male chauvinist extremist 
group known for engag- 
ing in violent clashes at po- 
litical rallies. Canada is the 
first country to designate 
them as a terrorist entity. 
During a September presi- 
dential debate, Donald 
Trump had urged the Proud 
Boys to “stand back and 
stand by” when asked fo 
condemn them by a moad- 
erator. 

Senior officials speaking 
on a_ technical briefing 
said authorities had been 
monitoring and collecting 
evidence about the Proud 
Boys before the Capitol Hill 
insurrection, but confirmed 
that the event provided in- 
formation that helped with 
the decision fo list the orga- 
nization. 

Public Safety Minister Bill 
Blair said they revealed 
themselves. 





wo RLD NEWS AD ay 4 FEBRUARY 2021 
Canada designates the Proud Boys as a terrorist entity 


aes 


In this Sept. 7, 2020, file photo, a protester carries a Proud Boys banner, a right-wing group, while 





other members start to unfurl a large U.S. flag in front of the Oregon State Capitol in Salem, Ore. 


“Their intent and their es- 
calation toward violence 
became quite clear,” Blair 
said. 

Asked whether the US will 
follow Canada and desig- 
nate Proud Boys as a Tterror- 
ist entity, White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said the 
U.S. has a domestic extrem- 
ism review underway. “We 
will wait for that review to 
conclude before we make 
any determinations,” Psaki 
said. 

The terrorist designation in 
Canada means the group 
may have assets seized 


and face harsher terror- 
ism-related criminal penal- 
ties. A government official 
said just because they are 
a member doesn’t mean 
they will be charged with 
a crime, but if they do en- 
gage in violent acts they 
could be charged with ter- 
rorist crimes. 

Sending money to the or- 
ganization or buying Proud 
Boys paraphernalia would 
also be a crime. 

“The group and its mem- 
bers have openly encour- 
aged, planned, and con- 
ducted violent activities 


North Macedonia: Women protest over 


By KONSTANTIN TESTORIDES 
Associated Press 

SKOPJE, North Macedonia 
(AP) — Hundreds of pro- 
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testers gathered outside 
North Macedonia’s § Inte- 
rior Ministry called on the 
government Wednesday 





Young people, wearing face masks and trying to maintain 
distance, march during a protest through downtown Skopje, 
North Macedonia, on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021. 
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to crack down on private 
messaging groups sharing 
Unauthorized and. often 
explicit photographs and 
videos of women and girls. 
The demonstration — fol- 
lowed revelations that 
one chat group on the 
encrypted platform Tele- 
gram was sharing photos 
and videos with more than 
7,000 members. Some us- 
ers posted the names and 
addresses of the featured 
girls and women. 

“We're here because we 
don't feel safe,” Kalia Dimi- 
trova, 29, a member of a 
local human rights group, 
said at the protest. 

“| refuse to accept that | 
should hide when |’m at- 
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against those they perceive 
to be opposed to their ide- 
ology and political beliefs,” 
the Canadian government 
said in briefing materials. 
The government calls the 
Proud Boys a neo-fascist or- 
ganization with semiauton- 
omous chapters located in 
the United States, Canada, 
and internationally. It said 
it engages in political vio- 
lence and that members 
esoouse misogynistic, — Is- 
lamophobic, anti-Semitic, 
anti-immigrant, and white 
supremacist ideologies. 
“Since 2018 we have seen 


tacked...This has to end.” 
The Telegram chat group, 
titled Public Room, was 
discovered last year and 
reemerged in January de- 
spite assurances by du- 
thorities that its activity had 
been halted. 

North Macedonian Prime 
Minister Zoran Zaev threat- 
ened last week to block 
Telegram if it refused to 
orovide greater assistance 
to shut down Public Room 
and other similar groups. 
Interior Minister Oliver Soa- 
sovski said four people 
were recently arrested in 
connection with the case. 
The minister gave no fur- 
ther details. 


Several women at 





an escalation towards vio- 
lence for this group,” Blair 
said. 

“In the aftermath of the 
U.S. presidential election, 
we have seen signals of es- 
calation towards violence 
from a number of different 
groups including the Proud 
Boys.” Blair said four right- 
wing groups are among 13 
additions to the list, which 
include three groups linked 
to al-Qaida, four associ- 
ated with the Islamic State 
group and one Kashmiri or- 
ganization. 

“Canada will not tolerate 
ideological, religious or po- 
litically motivated acts of 
violence,” Blair said. 

The Proud Boys were 
formed in 2016 by Cana- 
dian Gavin MclInnes, who 
co-founded Vice Media. 

In 2018, police arrested 
several Proud Boys mem- 
bers and associates who 
brawled with  antifascists 
after Mclinnes, delivered a 
soeech at New York's Met- 
ropolitan Republican Club. 
McInnes has described 
the group as a politically 
incorrect men’s club for 
“Western chauvinists” and 
denies affiliations with far- 
right extremist groups that 
overtly espouse racist and 
anti-Semitic views. Mclnnes 
sued the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, claiming it de- 
famed him when it desig- 
nated the Proud Boys as a 
“hate group.” L) 


online sexual harassment 


Wednesday's protest said 
their photographs were 
stolen from hacked social 
media accounts. 

A woman who spoke at 
the protest and identified 
herself only as Ana urged 
authorities to introduce 
legislation that would re- 
duce online sexual harass- 
ment and strengthen po- 
lice Dowe;’rs. 

“It is a high time for this to 
end,’ she told the protest- 
ers. 

“We need legislation for 
this fo provide a better fu- 
ture for us and generations 
to come.” 

lelegram coula nei be 
Immediately reached for 
comment.) 
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U.K.-E.U. talks aim to defuse Brexit tensions over N. lreland 


By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Senior pol- 
iticians from Britain, North- 
ern Ireland and the Europe- 
an Union held inconclusive 
talks Wednesday in a bid 
to ease post-Brexit trade 
tensions that have shaken 
Northern Ireland's delicate 
political balance. 

British Cabinet minister Mi- 
chael Gove, European 
Commission Vice President 
Maros Sefcovic and the 
leaders of Northern Ire- 
land’s Catholic-Protestant 
power-sharing government 
held a video conference to 
discuss problems that have 
erupted barely a month af- 
ter the U.K. made an eco- 
nomic split from the 27-na- 
tion EU. Sefcovic Is expect- 
ed to travel to London next 
week for more talks. 
Northern Ireland authorities 
halted veterinary checks 
and withdrew border staff 
this week from Belfast and 
Larne ports after threaten- 
ing graffiti appeared re- 
ferring to port workers as 
targets, and _ staff report- 
ed seeing people writing 
down vehicle license plate 
numbers. 

The border checks on 
goods entering Northern 
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A woman walks past past graffiti with the words ‘No Irish Sea Border’ in Belfast city centre, Northern 
Ireland, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021. 


lreland from the rest of 
the U.K. are a contentious 
oroduct of Brexit. 

Since the U.K. left the Ev- 
ropean Union’s economic 
structures at the end of 
2020, customs and vet- 
erinary checks have been 
imposed on goods moving 
between Britain and the 
bloc — and on some Brit- 
ish goods going to Northern 
lreland, because it shares 
a border with EU member 
Ireland. 


The checks are strongly op- 
posed by pro-Britisnh Union- 
ist politicians, who say they 
drive a wedge between 
Northern Ireland and the 
rest of the U.K. They are 
calling on the British gov- 
ernment to rio up a section 
of its divorce agreement 
with the EU known as the 
Northern Ireland Protocol, 
which gives the region a 
separate trade status fo 
the rest of the U.K. 


The Democratic  Union- 


Associated Press 


ist Party, which heads the 
power-sharing Belfast ad- 
ministration, is refusing to 
cooperate with the Irish 
government on implement- 
ing the new rules. 

Northern Ireland Depu- 
ty First Minister Michelle 
O'Neill, from the Irish na- 
tionalist party Sinn Fein, ac- 
cused the DUP of stirring up 
tension with its “reckless” 
attacks on the Brexit agree- 
ment. 

“The DUP needs to step 


back from throwing the 
baby out with the bath- 
water, what we need to 
do is be calm, be steady 
and work our way through 
these issues,” she said. 
Police have warned that 
violent pro-British Loyalists 
could capitalize on the ten- 
sions, though they say the 
current threat appears to 
come from a small number 
of individuals rather than 
paramilitary groups. 

The sensitivity of Northern 
lreland’s status was under- 
scored last week, when the 
EU threatened to ban ship- 
ments of Coronavirus vac- 
cines to Northern lreland 
as part of moves to shore 
Up the bloc’s supply. That 
would have drawn a hard 
border on the Island of Ire- 
land — exactly the scenar- 
io the Brexit deal was craft- 
ed to avoid. British, Irish and 
Northern Ireland politicians 
all expressed alarm at the 
plan, and the EU dropped 
the idea. The U.K. govern- 
ment is urging the bloc to 
take a more light-touch ap- 
proach to border checks, 
which have already led 
to shortages and delays 
in getting some goods to 
Northern Ireland. In a letter 
to Sefcovic,L] 


UN report: Widespread torture of detainees in Afghan prisons 


By TAMEEM AKHGAR 
Associated Press 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
Nearly a third of all detain- 
ees held in Afghan deten- 
tion centers say they have 
suffered some form of tor- 
ture or ill-treatment, a new 
report said Wednes- 


U.N. 
day. 


According to the “Torture 
Report,” more than half of 
the allegations are from 
southern Kandahar prov- 
ince, a Taliban heartland. 
The United Nations ex- 
pressed serious concerns 
about the claims, including 
allegations of “enforced 
disappearances.” 

For the report, conducted 
jointly by the U.N. mission 
to Afghanistan and the 
U.N. Human Rights Office, 
U.N. officials interviewed 
a total of 656 detainees, 
held in 63 government fa- 
cilities across the country, 


between January 2019 
and March 2020. 

The alleged torture includ- 
ed beatings, suffocation, 
and electric shocks. 

The U.N. says 30% of those 
interviewed provided 
“credible and reliable” ac- 
counts of abuse and mis- 
treatment. 

Afghan officials did not 
immediately resoond to 
Associated Press calls for 
comment on the U.N. re- 
port. Due fo the outbreak 
of the coronavirus, U.N. 
visits to the detention fa- 
cilities were susoended last 
March. 

The U.S.-backed Afghan 
government is holding 
thousands of detainees, 
many of them captured 
as part of the ongoing war 
with the Taliban, who are 
mainly ethnic Pashtun. 

The Taliban have stepped 
Up their offensive, mak- 


INg major gains in recent 
years, and now. effec- 
tively control over half the 
country. Separately, wide- 
spread corruption and 
distrust of the government 
has undermined efforts to 
combat the Taliban. 

The insurgents, meanwhile, 
have been demanding 
the release of thousand 
more Taliban prisoners, un- 
der a deal signed between 
the Taliban and the USS. 
government last year that 
saw 5,000 insurgents freed. 
The U.S.-Taliban deal aims 
to end the decades-long 
war and facilitate the with- 
drawal of U.S. and interna- 
tional troops from Afghani- 
stan. The Biden administra- 
tion has said it plans to re- 
view the U.S.-Taliban deal. 
The report said 30.3% of de- 
tainees reported torture or 
mistreatment, down from 
31.9 % during the previ- 


Ous reporting period, from 
ZO 16 20le: 

“Perpetrators must be 
held accountable,” said 
Deborah Lyons, the U.N.’s 
special representative for 
Afghanistan. “This would 
increase confidence in 


the rule of law and can be 
a contributing factor to- 
wards peace,” 
“Torture can never be jus- 
tified. It has lasting conse- 
quences for victims, their 
families, and society,” 
added.) 


Saidi Lyons: 


she 





In this Jan. 11, 2018 file photo, Afghan prisoners prepare to be 
released from Pul-e-Charkhi prison, in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Associated Press 
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Haiti opens debate on proposed constitutional changes 





By EVENS SANON_ and 
DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haiti has unveiled mul- 
tiole proposed changes 
to overhaul the country’s 
Constitution that officials 
plan fo present to voters 
starting this week for an Up- 
coming referendum that 
looms amid growing unrest. 
The public meetings are 
scheduled to be _ held 
across Haiti for the next 
three weeks, ahead of the 
April 25 constitutional ref- 
erendum, which would be 
the first one held in more 
than 30 years. 

One of the biggest chang- 
es is an omission in the draft 
issued by an independent 
commission tasked with 
creating the constitutional 
changes that have gen- 
erated heated debates. 
Haiti's current Constitution 
bars presidents from serving 
two consecutive terms, but 
the draft only states that 
Qa president cannot serve 
for more than two terms; It 
says nothing about wheth- 
er they can be served con- 
secutively. 

Human rights attorney Bill 
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In this Oct. 8, 2019 file photo, entrepreneur and youth leader Pascéus Juvensky St. Fleur, 26, 
holds up his copy of the Haitian constitution during an interview in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 


O'Neill fold The Associated 
Press that his interoretation 
is that the omission would 
allow a president to serve 
two terms consecutively. 
He noted that those who 
drafted the 1987 Constitu- 
tion currently in use were 
emerging from a 29-year 
dictatorshio under two 
so-called “presidents for 
life”: Francois Duvalier and 


Jean-Claude Duvallier. 


“The drafters were very 
wary of allowing anyone 
having too much unbroken 
time in the Presidency,” he 
said. 

The new draft also drops 
the requirement that to 
be president of Haiti, one 
needs to have lived in the 
country for five Consecu- 
tive years prior to the date 


Common pots prepared by neighbors 


feeding thousands in Peru 


By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 

LIMA, Peru (AP) — At 
dawn, Genoveva Satala- 
ya and her neighbors walk 
through Lima's food mar- 
kets hoping to find a kind 
merchant who will donate 
food to help fill the “com- 
mon 2 that Is leeding 
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their neighborhood.The 
survival strategy that first 
appeared in Peru's capi- 
tal during the country’s 
civil conflict four decades 
ago has been vital since 
the coronavirus pandem- 
Ic arrived in this South 
American nation. With the 
country elgiell page! q 
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A banner announces the Los Alamos soup ericnen asking 
for donations in the Villa Maria neighborhood in Lima, Peru, 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021, amid a second complete lockdown 
in less than a year as Peru battles a resurgence in COVID-19 
cases. 

Associated Press 


lockdown, Satalaya’s pot 
is feeding 120 people, in- 
cluding seniors, children 
and pregnant women. 
Satalaya and her neigh- 
bors prepare lunch Mon- 
day through Friday. 
There’s not enough food 
for weekday breakfasts or 
dinners or weekend meals. 
“We don't have meat, not 
even a tuna,’ Satalaya, 
a 45-year-old mother of 
two, said Tuesday while 
she and her neighbors 
cooked rice and potatoes 
for lunch. The common 
pots, also seen in other 
Latin American countries, 
have emerged as a sym- 
bol of the struggles of the 
region. Thousands of them 
are in use throughout Peru 
at levels not seen since the 
1980s and 1990s during the 
armed conflict between 
the state and the Shining 
Path terrorist group.) 


Associated Press 


of general elections. All it 
says is that one “must have 
habitual residence in Haiti,” 
a change that could al- 
low the diaspora to run for 
the highest offices in Haiti, 
which is currently banned. 
The proposed change also 
would apply to the position 
of vice president. 

Other proposed changes 
include creating the posi- 
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tion of a vice president to 
replace that of prime min- 
ister and establishing a uni- 
cameral legislature to be 
elected every five years to 
replace the current Senate 
and Chamber of Depvu- 
ties, which was largely dis- 
solved more than a year 
ago when President Jove- 
nel Moise began fo rule by 
decree following a lack of 
legislative elections. 
Another change also 
calls for legislators to be 
elected every five years 
to match the presidential 
term since some senators 
are currently elected ev- 
ery two fo six years. Critics 
of the proposed changes 
say they see it as a power 
grab by Moise, who says 
he will stefo down in Febru- 
ary 2022 when his five-year 
term ends. The opposition, 
however, argues that his 
term began when that of 
former President Michel 
Martelly ended in February 
2016, even though Motse 
wasn't sworn in until Feboru- 
ary 2017 following a cha- 
otic election process that 
led to the appointment of 
Q provisional president for 
one year.L] 
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Oranjestad — This year is the year of the creative industry, thus also the year of 
creative artists and entrepreneurs. Today we are catching up with the new up- 
coming young Aruban artist in the Netherlands who is breaking the ceiling in the 
fine arts. The Creative Islander interviewed Roslyn Schwengle to find out what she 
is currently up to and how this could contribute to a dynamic Aruban creative 
Industry in the future. We want to support our artist and especially the new gen- 
eration of artists. Covid-19 has been devastating for the cultural sector, but read 
how Roslyn has managed fo transform darkness to light and her message to other 
young artists on Aruba. 








Who is Roslyn Schwengle? 

“My name Is Roslyn Schwengle and | am 22 years old. | am an Aruban artist finishing my 
Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts at the Hanze Hogeschool Academy Minerva in Gronin- 
gen, the Netherlands. In 2017 | received the opportunity to further my studies and with- 
out hesitation, | left my beloved island to pursue my dreams. From a young age | used 
to enjoy painting and seek for creative and artistic ways to express my emotions. Never 
would | thought that |am becoming an emerging artist and how art could change my 
life. lam very much known for my ambitious character, cautious instincts, humility, kind- 
ness, and my critical and analytical thinking. Now | can say that my hard work Is paying 
off and that is the biggest lesson | could have learned.” 


What is the Green Light exhibition? Why is it so important? 

“The Green light exhibition is a yearly event hosted by Academy Minerva that deter- 
mines if a student can receive a “green light” to the next phase of graduation and 
participate in the final graduation show. It is the culmination of the years of hard work 
students have displayed. In the event that you receive a “red light” you are then not 
allowed to graduate. So, you can imagine how nerve-wracking this is for most students. 
Minerva Academy's Green Light Exhibition is organized by the exam committee of the 
Department of Fine Arts. This year the exhibition had 55 participants ranging from differ- 
ent artistic disciplines and backgrounds. Due to the pandemic, this year it had to be a 
bit different. The participants displayed around 53 works offline and 55 works online. It is 
also the first time that Minerva displayed an exhibition in the center of Groningen situ- 
ated at Herenstraat in the building known as “men at work”. 


“> CREATIVE ISLANDER 


Discovering, Learning & Innovating 


thais.franken@gmiail.com | https: thaisfranken.wixsite.com/creativeisiander | (297) 560-5684 


| Find us on 


Facebook 


“Tenderness of Strength’: 
How Roslyn Schwengle 
turned darkness to light 


through art 


Next to this, the green light 
team, including myself, or- 
ganized the entire event 
independently from the 
school. This was approved 
by the Director of Minerva 
Academy, Jose de Lang 
who has our develooment 
as young artists from the 
beginning. From looking for 
a venue, curation, funding, 
promotion, concept, trans- 
port, including our digital 
platform which included 
information on the. artist 
pages supported by a 360 
degree walkthrough. We 
even collaborated with de- 
signers in the Department 
of Design who helped us 
program the website from 
scratch. The Green light’s 
exhibition was inaugurated 
on January 3lst 2021 and 
will be available until Feb- 
ruary 6th 2021. Together 
we innovated and made 
history within an unprec- 
edented pandemic. Even 
though we could not re- 
ceive and host visitors in 
person, we welcomed 
even more people by go- 
ing online. 


The Green light is very im- 
portant to be because It 
will determine my_ future 
career. We organized this 
event fo motivate and 
giver hope to the world 
through our creativity and 
passion. With the inspira- 
tion of the art compass, my 
colleagues and | could our- 
selves and our artistic disci- 
plines to the world. Some- 


thing that is just precious 
and rewarding.” 


What did you display in the 
exhibition? 

“In this exhibition — | 
sented “Tenderness of 
Strength” (Ink on = acid- 
free paper 21 x 29, 7 cm) 
and “Darkness of Day” 
(Paint on textile 143cm 
x 195cm).’Tenderness of 
Strength’ includes aspects 
of vulnerability and brav- 
ery, such as when we face 
obstacles that frighten or 
intimidate us and observ- 
ing them from another per- 
spective. In life, hardships 
and challenges are com- 
mon. However, through 
these situations, we discov- 
er parts of ourselves, grow, 
and ultimately prosper. The 
ouroose of my work Is to fa- 
cilitate a soace where my 
audience can self-reflect. 
Tenderness springs from 
strength and capacity, but 
there are extra qualities 
and depth that can only 
come from a heart that has 
experienced its own vulner- 
ability and pain. This experi- 
ence of being "tenderized' 
can strengthen us, and 
also helo us become more 
tender in loving, not only 
others but ourselves. With 
“Darkness of Day” | wanted 
to illustrate my journey up 
until greenlights. With the 
message that life continu- 
Ous even in darkness.” 


ore- 


Continued on Page 9 
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“Tenderness of Strength”: How Roslyn 
sSchwengle turned darkness to light 


through art 


Continued from Page 8 


How do you feel after the 
exhibition? 

“| feel so grateful for my 
journey and all that | have 
accomplished so far. Fur- 
thermore, | am_ grateful 
for everyone who has be- 
lieved in my dreams as 
much as | have. After 6 
months of hard work, my 
team and | made history 
and displayed a ground- 
breaking artistic exhibition. 
This is something | will take 
with me moving forward. 
This experience has taught 
me a lot and it is such a 
privilege to share that with 
an audience. | worked 
hard, did my best and pre- 
sented my work, and after 
so many challenges in my 
trajectory | can finally say: 
that | have received my 
“greenlight” to move to 
the final stage of my grad- 
vation.” 


What is your message for 
Aruba? 

“My beloved Island, ad- 
mire and value our culture. 
Our cultural heritage and 
expression must continue. 
Learn our history and rec- 
ognize our artistic talents. 
If you love to sing, dance, 
paint, or any form of cre- 
ative expression, don't 
stoo. Any form of expres- 
sion doesn’t cost you any- 
thing besides happiness. 
Aruban artists, profession- 
als, and also young adults, 
take the courage fo fol- 
low your dream, believe in 
yourself, and make a dif- 
ference in our community. 
Like they say “the defini- 
tion of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over 
again and expecting a dif- 
ferent result”. Recognize 
your worth, and become 
the light you want to see in 
our society. Concentrate 
on what Is necessary at the 
moment and love yourself 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


unconditionally. 

Like | have learned, even 
in darkness life Continuous, 
and so will Aruba.” 


How does the future look 
like for you? 

“My main goal at the mo- 
ment is to graduate and 
earn my Bachelor degree 
in Fine Arts in 2021. | see 
myself developing my pas- 
sion further and working in 
this field of arts. My dream 
is tO paint big murals and 
to display my work in differ- 
ent museums and _ galler- 
ies. How | am going to get 
there |am not sure, but with 
faith | know | will achieve 
my goals.” 


The creative Islander would 
like to congratulate Roslyn 
with her well-earned suc- 
cess. Wishing you nothing 
but abundant achieve- 
ments moving forward. 
Keep doing what you love 
and what you are passion- 
ate about. Aruba needs 
your support in the future in 
developing a dynamic and 
innovative cultural and 
creative industry. Sending 
all the support and admira- 
tion! 


If you want to support Ro- 
slyn’s beautiful work and 
see her journey, visit her 
website: roslynschwengle. 
com or find her on social 
media platforms.) 
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ORCHID CASINO 

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
’ welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 


Saas RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
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Totally sanitized table and chips. 


AI0|LOCAL 
THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2021 








LUZERNE, SWITZERLAND 
The talented Aruban 
youngster Mariel Willems 
is one of the finalists to 
compete at the re-known 
Youth Culinary Competi- 
tion (YCO) for the IIHM, 
International Young Chef 
Olympiad. Willems,  af- 
ter graduating from EPI in 
Aruba last year, continued 
her study at Luzerne, Swit- 
zerland, where she studied 
at a higher education level 
at the culinary faculty Busi- 
ness and Hotel Manage- 
ment School (B.H.M.S). The 
school is a frequent par- 






ticipant at YCO and many 


students have taken part in 
this international competi- 
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tion. In this case the winner 
for Switzerland was our own 
Aruban Mariel Willems. 
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Aruban represents 
Switzerland at International 
Culinary Championship 


The YCO competition cel- 
ebrates the diversity and 
multi culture of all culinary 
around the world. This will 
be the seventh edition, 
which due to the pandem- 
ic will take place virtually. 
A total of 50 countries will 
take part of this, including 
Switzerland, who is being 
represented by an Aruban. 


Every participant must 
prepare the three dishes 
in their own kitchen in the 
time stioulated. The judg- 
es will be monitoring the 
whole process. Some of the 
well-known judges are Chef 
John Wood from UK, Chef 
Andreas Muller of Hong 
Kong and Chef Enzo Oliveri 
from Italy. Willems success- 
fully finished the challenges 
and is one of the finalists of 
this competition. Other cat- 
egories in this competition 
are ‘Best Vegetarian Dish’, 
‘Best Hygiene Practice’ 
and ‘Sustainability’. 


The competition is orga- 
nized by the International 
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Institute of Hotel Manage- 
ment, which is homebased 
in India, together with the 
International Hospitality 
Council London and start- 
ed last Sunday. It consists of 
two rounds. The winner will 
take home a trophy and 
the prize money of 10.000 
dollars. They will be ac- 
knowledged for their ability 
also by well-known experts 
of the culinary and hospi- 
tality industry. LJ 





Aruba Featured In World’s Best Island’s for Remote Working 2021 


ORANJESTAD — It’s no sur- 
prise that the world of re- 
mote workers and digital 
nomads is growing at a 
rapid rate. With more and 





more yearning for an inde- 
pendent work environment 
coupled with the freedom 
to travel, remote working 
is on its way to the main- 


stream field. Not to mention, 
the ongoing pandemic has 
especially forced many to 
reconsider where they are 
basing themselves. Simply 


put, remote working is the 
future, and it’s on its way 
fast. That’s why Global trav- 
el site Big 7 Travel put to- 
gether a list of the best cit- 
ies and islands to work from 
remotely in 2021. 


As the global shift fo re- 
mote working shows no 
sign of switching back, 
workers across the world 
are leaving behind the 
traditional office setup to 
WFH permanently - and for 
many, that means relocat- 
ing! In the US, at least, 20% 
of the current workforce 
are freelance workers and 
that number has been pre- 
dicted to grow to 40% by 
the mid-2020s. So, where 
will people want to answer 
emails from? Aruba is listed 
at #37 in the list: 


“37. Aruba 

Aruba, whose national slo- 
gan Is “One Happy Island” 
has launched a remote 
worker visa which they've 


aptly coined the “One Hap- 
py Workation” program. 
The Dutch Caribbean is- 
land is famous for its pristine 
beaches and lively locals 
who are sure to make you 
feel right at home. To qual- 
ify, you'll need to prove 
that you are employed by 
a foreign company or are 
self-employed to ensure 
you won't be taking any 
Aruban jobs. Fair enough, 
right? They’ve even sweet- 
ened the deal with several 
Wi-Fi stations throughout 
the island and hotels that 
are offering packages fo fit 
your office needs. Plus, for 
an island nation, the cost of 
living is extremely reason- 
able.” 

Source: https://bigseven- 
travel.com/best-places-re- 
mote-working/ 


For more information about 
a workation in Aruba you 
may contact the _ site: 
httos://www.aruba.com/ 
us/one-happy-workation.L] 
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Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos may step down without stepping away 


By JOSEPH PISANI and 
MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Business Writers 

Even after stepping aside 
as CEO, Amazon founder 
Jeff Bezos appears likely 


to keep identifying new 
frontiers for the world’s 
dominant e-commerce 


company. His successor, 
meanwhile, gets to deal 
with escalating efforts to 
curtail its power. Tuesday's 
announcement that Bezos 
will hand off the CEO job 
this summer came as a sur- 
orise. But it doesn’t mean 
Amazon Is losing the vision- 
ary who turned an online 
bookstore founded in 1995 
into a behemoth worth 
$1.7 trillion that sometimes 
seems to do a little bit of 
everything. 

Bezos, 57, has never let Am- 
azon rest on its laurels. In the 
last year alone, it bought a 
company developing self- 
driving taxis; launched an 
online pharmacy selling in- 
halers and insulin; and won 
government approval to 
out more than 3,200 satel- 
lites Into soace to beam in- 
ternet service to Earth. 
Long-time Amazon execu- 
tive Andy Jassy will be the 
new CEO, but Bezos will be 
the company’s executive 
chairman —_ corporate- 
speak for board leaders 
who, unlike most, stay in- 
volved in key operational 
decisions. Think Robert 
Iger at Disney, Howard 
Schuliz at Starbucks, or 
Eric Schmidt at Google af- 
ter handing off the reins a 





In this Sept. 19, 2019, file photo, Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos speaks during his news conference at the 
National Press Club in Washington. 


decade ago. “Jeff Bezos 
has held a firm grip on the 
company for a long time, “ 
said Ken Perkins, president 
of RetailMetrics LLC, a re- 
tail research firm. “| have 
to believe he will have a 
say in what is going on and 
have a big hand in big pic- 
ture decisions.” Amazon's 
chief financial officer, Brian 
Olsavsky, made the move 
sound like a mere shuffling 
of chairs. “It’s more of a 
restructuring of who’s do- 
ing what,” he said during a 
Tuesday call with reporters. 
Investors didn’t bail after 
hearing about Amazon's 
forthcoming change in 
command, and _ instead 
focused on the compoa- 


ny’s blockbuster earnings, 
which it also announced 
Tuesday. Amazon's stock 
edged up slightly in Tues- 
day's extended trading — 
not something that tends to 
happen when Wall Street is 
worled about a manage- 
ment shake-up. 

“| don’t think he’s going to 
be completely hands off,” 
CFRA analyst Tuna Amobi 
said of Bezos. 

In a blog post, Bezos said 
the CEO job had pulled 
him away from exploring 
new ideas and. initiatives 
that could yield growth op- 
portunities. He now intends 
to focus more on such in- 
novation, along with other 
ventures such as his rocket 
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ship Company Blue Origin 
and his newspaper, The 
Washington Post. 

“Being the CEO of Ama- 
zon is ad deep responsibility, 
and it’s consuming,” Bezos 
wrote. “When you have a 
responsibility like that, it’s 
hard to put attention on 
anything else.” 

The shift will saddle Jassy 
with some of the resoon- 
sibilities that Bezos clearly 
didn’t enjoy. Perhaps the 
most daunting is the in- 
creasing scrutiny of Ama- 
zon's clout in an online 
shopping market that has 
become even more essen- 
tial fo consumers during the 
past year’s pandemic. 

The U.S. government. al- 


ready has slapped two oth- 
er technology powerhous- 
es, Google and Facebook, 
with antitrust lawsuits. Both 
regulators and lawmakers 
have left little doubt that 
they are taking a hard look 
at whether similar action Is 
warranted against Amazon 
and Apple. 

Jassy will likely have to ward 
off the antitrust threat while 
also trying to forge his own 
legacy. A revered com- 
pany founder can cast a 
long shadow. “Amazon's 
size makes some industries 
uncomfortable, some gov- 
ernments uncomfortable 
and Andy Jassy will have 
to deal with the conse- 
quences,” Gartner analyst 
Ed Anderson said. “That will 
be some of the new era of 
his leadership.” Jassy also 
may face pressure from 
critics who believe Ama- 
zon’s success has been 
built in part by mistreating 
many of its 1.3 million em- 
ployees, especially those in 
the distribution warehouses 
and delivery trucks who are 
oaid far less than the tech 
engineers while also fac- 
ing more hazardous con- 
ditions. “Jeff Bezos’ depar- 
ture as CEO is a chance for 
Amazon to turn over a new 
leaf,” said Robert Weilss- 
man, president of Public 
Citizen, an activist group 
that in Washington. “It 
should start by paying alll its 
workers a living wage and 
ensuring they have safe 
and healthy working condi- 
tions.” LC 





Anheuser-Busch investing $1B to modernize US facilities 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 
Anheuser-Busch said 
Wednesday it’s investing 
$1 billion over the next two 
years to modernize its U.S. 
facilities. 

Nearly half that amount 
will go to the company’s 
12 major U.S. breweries, 
including its 169-year-old 
flagship brewery in St. Louis. 
Anheuser-Busch said it will 
soend $100 million for new 
can lines and $100 million 
on solar panel installation 
and other — sustainability 
measures. 
Anheuser-Busch, a subsid- 
lary of Belgium-based AB 
InBev, said the investment 


will be soread across facili- 
ties in 26 states. 

The company has more 
than 120 facilities and 
19,000 employees in the 
ORS 

Anheuser-Busch said it also 
plans to soend $50 million 
to increase its seltzer brew- 
ing capabilities. U.S. sales 
of hard seltzers like White 
Claw and Bon Viv __ which 
is made by Anheuser-Busch 


__ have grown rapidly in 


recent years even as beer 
sales have declined. 

Consumption of ready-to- 
drink beverages __ a cate- 
gory that includes canned 
cocktails and hard selt- 
zers __ rose an estimated 


43% in 2020, according to 
a study of 19 countries by 
IWSR Drinks Market Analysis, 
a London consulting firm. 
Beer and wine consump- 
tion both fell 9%. 
Anheuser-Busch 's super 
Bowl ads will reflect that 
trend this year, with spots 
for Bud Light Seltzer Lemon- 
ade and Michelob Ultra Or- 
ganic Selizer in the lineup. 
Anheuser-Busch Isn't the 
only big company. shift- 
ing to meet demand for 
seltzer. Coca-Cola Co. __ 
which sells only a hand- 
ful of alcoholic beverages 
around the world _ will 
soon launch Topo Chico 
Hard Seltzer in the U.S.) 





In this Friday, April 8, 2016, file photo, aluminum Bud Light bottles 
move along a conveyor at a plant manufacturing 16-ounce 
Budweiser and Bud Light aluminum bottles for Anheuser-Busch, 
in Arnold, Mo. 
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Study finds COVID-19 vaccine may reduce virus transmission 


By DANICA KIRKA and LAU- 
RAN NEERGAARD 
Associated Press 
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine does more than 
prevent people from falling 
seriously ill — it appears to 
reduce transmission of the 
virus and offers strong pro- 
tection for three months on 
just a single dose, research- 
ers said Wednesday in an 
encouraging turn in the 
campaign to suppress the 
outbreak. 

The preliminary — findings 
from Oxford University, a 
co-developer of the vac- 
cine, could vindicate the 
British Qgovernment’s con- 
troversial strategy of delay- 
ing the second shot for up 
to 12 weeks so that more 
people can be quickly giv- 
en a first dose. Up to now, 
the recommended time 
between doses has been 
four weeks. 

The research could also 
bring scientists closer to 
an answer to one of the 
big questions about the 
vaccination drive: Will the 
vaccines actually curb the 
soread of the coronavirus? 
It's not clear what implica- 
tions, if any, the findings 
might have for the two 
other major vaccines be- 
ing used in the West, Pfizer’s 
and Moderna’s. 

In the United States, Dr. An- 
thony Fauci, the nation’s 
top infectious disease ex- 
pert, dismissed the idea of 
deliberately delaying sec- 
ond shots, saying the U.S. 
will “go by the science” 
and data from the clini- 
cal trials. The two doses of 
the Pifzer and Moderna 
vaccines are supposed to 
given three and four weeks 
apart. 

Still, the research appears 
to be good news in the 
desperate effort to curb 
the spread of the virus and 
also suggests a way to ease 
vaccine shortages and get 
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AstraZeneca vaccine is ready to be used at a homeless shelter in Romford, east London, 


Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021. 


shots info more arms more 
quickly. 

The makers of all three 
vaccines have said that 
the shots proved in clini- 
cal trials fo be anywhere 
from 70% to 95% effective 
in protecting people from 
illness Caused by the virus. 
But if was Unclear whether 
the vaccines could also 
suppress transmission of 
the virus — that Is, whether 
someone inoculated could 
still acquire the virus with- 
out getting sick and spread 
it to someone else. 

As a result, experts have 
been saying that even 
people who have been 
vaccinated should con- 
tinue to wear masks and 
keep their distance from 
others. 

Oxford's study, however, 
found that the vaccine not 
only prevented severe dis- 
ease but appeared fo cut 
transmission of the virus by 
two-thirds. The study has 
not been peer-reviewed 


yet. 
Volunteers in the study 
underwent regular nasal 


swabs. The level of virus- 
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positive swabs — from both 
those who had COVID-19 
symptoms and those who 
had none — was 67% lower 
in the vaccinated group. 
“That's got to have a really 
beneficial effect on trans- 
mission,” Oxford lead re- 
searcher Sarah Gilbert said 
at a meeting of the New 
York Academy of Sciences. 
The researchers also looked 
at how likely people who 
have been vaccinated 
are to get a symptom-free 
infection. In one subset of 
volunteers, there were 16 
asymptomatic — infections 
among the’ vaccinated 
and 31 in an unvaccinated 
comparison group. 

Pfizer and Moderna also 
are studying the effect of 
their vaccines on asymp- 
tomatic infections. 

Only the Pfizer and Mod- 
erna vaccines are being 
used in the United States. 
Britain is using both Astra- 
Zeneca’'s and Pfizer’s. As- 
traZeneca’s has also been 
authorized by the 27-na- 
tion European Union. Pfizer 
has not endorsed the British 
government's decision to 
lengthen the time between 
doses. 

Mene Pangalos, executive 
vice president of biophar- 
maceuticals research and 
develooment at AstraZen- 
eca, said that no patients 
experienced severe CO- 
VID-19 or required hospi- 
talization three weeks after 
receiving a first dose, and 
that efficacy appeared to 
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increase up to 12 weeks af- 
ter the initial shot. 

“Our data suggest you 
want To be as close to the 
12 weeks as you can” for 
the second dose, Pangalos 
said. 

British Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock said the study 
“packs the strategy that 
we've faken’ fo make sure 
more people have gotten 
at least one shot fo protect 
them. Britain's decision has 
been criticized as risky by 
other European countries. 
He said that the authors 
themselves acknowledged 
their research was not de- 
signed to investigate the 
vaccine’s dosing schedule 
and that their conclusions 
were based on statistical 
modeling, not actual pa- 
tients tracked over time. 

“It certainly isn’t very strong 
evidence, but there is also 
no indication this is the 
wrong thing to do,” Evans 
said of Britain’s decision to 
delay second doses. 

One of the lead Oxford 
researchers, Dr. Andrew 
Pollard, said scientists also 
believe the AstraZeneca 
vaccine will continue to 
offer protection against 
new variants of COVID-19, 
although they are still wait- 
ing for data on that. Fast- 
soreading mutant versions 
of the virus have caused 
alarm around the world. 

“If we do need to update 
the vaccines, then it is actu- 
ally a relatively straightfor- 
ward process. If only takes 
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a matter of months, rather 
than the huge efforts that 
everyone went through last 
year to get the very large- 
scale trials run,” Pollard told 
the BBC. 

Meanwhile, a U.N.-backed 
program to supply COV- 
ID-19 vaccines to the need- 
iest people worldwide is 
gearing up after a troubled 
start. The COVAX Facility 
announced plans Wednes- 
day for an initial distribution 
of some 100 million doses 
by the end of March and 
more than 200 million more 
by the end of June to doz- 
ens of countries. 

Nearly all of the doses ex- 
oected for the first phase 
are due to come from As- 
traZeneca and Its partner, 
the Serum Institute of India. 
The AstraZeneca vaccine 
rollout will be contingent on 
the World Health Organiza- 
tion authorizing the shot for 
emergency use, which is 
expected to happen this 
month. 

Some 190 countries and 
territories are participating 
in COVAX, which has seen 
rich nations scoop Up vac- 
cine supplies, sometimes at 
oremium prices. 

The pandemic’s worldwide 
death toll has eclipsed 2.2 
million, including about 
447,000 in the U.S., accord- 
ing to Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity data. 

New cases per day in the 
U.S. and the number of 
Americans in the hospi- 
tal with COVID-19 have 
dropped sharply in the past 
few weeks, but deaths are 
still running at close fo all- 
time highs at an average of 
around 3,100 a day. Deaths 
often lag behind the infec- 
tion curve, because if can 
take weeks to sicken and 
die from COVID-19. 

As the Super Bowl dp- 
oroaches, Fauci is warn- 
ing viewers to “just lay low 
and cool it” to avoid turn- 
ing Sunday's big game into 
Q super spreader event. 
Dr. Anthony Fauci said 
Wednesday that now isn’t 
the time to invite people 
over for Super Bowl parties. 
“You don't want par- 
ties with people that you 
haven'thad much contact 
with,” he told NBC's “To- 
day” show. “You just don’t 
know if they’re infected.”LJ 
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PARADISE BEACH 

RENT SALE 

P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 

WKS 27,28 2 bedr 

Call +941-343-1088 USA 


213678 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK# 3,4,5 

Room# 4226 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price :$ 8 K each 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 

Room # 2350 

36 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BR WK #9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK #8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

Studio WK# 7 room # 33 

11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 

23 weeks remain 8 K 

More info call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 7 room # 89 

8 weeks remain $ 6 K 

1 BR WK #8 room # 89 

6 weeks remain$ 6 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR WK# 5 and 6 

Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 

Price $ 18 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

1BR WK #5 and 6 

Room # 1576 

Ground floor 

Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
1BRWK#7 

Room # 1537 

Ground floor 

Price:$ 7 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Conceptis SudoKu 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2 BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
213817 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 
Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 
Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


3101010]6 08 W.Va. 


FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7 


LOTS OF DISCOUNTS 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30-_ 1 
FERIA Garage/Charity Eve 
saturday 9—-1.30 
Vegetables Fruits Fish 
Plants etc..INFO 741-5640 
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Snoopy shines in Apple TV+ series that’s true fo its roots 
GA 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Pea- 
nuts” star Snoopy is famous 
for being a highly imagina- 
tive dog, liable at to go off 
on loony flights of fancy. 
But, it turns out, his world 
has some strict rules. 

No adults can be heard 
there, just trombones. No 
technology past the 1970s 
can be used. And under no 
circumstances may the in- 
side of Snoopy’s doghouse 
ever be shown. 

Creators of the new ani- 
mated series “The Snoopy 
Show” had to learn and 
respect all the rules as they 
crafted stories for Apple 
TV+ that were true to the 
original strios and various 
orevious shows. 

“| think the rules have actu- 
ally made the story so much 
stronger, to go, ‘How do 
we play in the sandbox?’” 
says Stephanie Betts, an 
executive vice president at 
media company WiIdBrain. 
“And actually, we realized 
it was so much wider than 
you can even imagine.” 
The series, which debuts 
Friday, consists of three 
seven-minute vignettes per 
23-minute episode. They 
are mined from the almost 
18,000  strios ~=cartoonist 
Charles M. Schulz left be- 
hind. 

It's an enchanting and 
endearing show; we see 
Charlie Brown overcom- 
ing his nerves at speaking 
in front of his class, and an 
epic game of tag between 





This image released by Apple shows animated characters Snoopy, left, and Woodstock from the 


1 
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original series “The Snoopy Show,” premiering Feb. 5 on Apple TV+. 


Snoopy and Rerun that 
leads to mild injuries and 
laughter. 

Adults will recognize the 
classic visual style and the 
world they read as kids: 
Kites still get eaten by trees, 
Lucy’s psychiatric booth still 
costs a nickel and Snoopy 
keeps flying missions on his 
doghouse. 

“There's something to the 
timelessness of Charles 
Schulz’s drawings,” said 
Mark Evestaff, showrun- 
ner and an executive pro- 
ducer. “I feel like this is the 
kind of show that we need 


now.” 

The series’ writers were 
each given a large red 
volume — ~~ nicknamed 


“the Snoopy Bible” — that 
contained Snoopy-centric 
strips, and were told to use 
them for inspiration. 


“It was like, ‘How do you 
build on what he was trying 
to tell the audience in four 
strios?’ We get seven min- 
utes,” said Betts. 

If the writers were. intimi- 
dated, so were the art- 
ists, many of whom revere 
“Peanuts.” 

“One of our storyboard art- 
ists WOuld get nervous ev- 
ery time they had to draw 
Lucy's psychiatry booth, 
just because it was this heri- 
tage thing and there’s so 
much weight. Everyone's a 
little bit terrified,” said Eve- 
staff. 

One obstacle was that 
Woodstock and Snoopy in 
the strip communicate their 
feelings through thought 
bubbles, something that 
doesn’t work in a show. 
That meant the artists had 
to rely on sounds, panto- 


Associated Press 
mime and a variety of ex- 
pressions for the two char- 
acters, who yelp, cry, titter 
and gulo with powerful 
emotion. They're aided by 
Q jazzy score by Jeff Mor- 
row. 

“The Snoopy Show” Is a re- 
freshing addition to a chil- 
dren’s TV landscape that Is 
full of superheroes and cute 
shows where resolutions are 
oredetermined. The world 
of “Peanuts,” on the other 
hand, explores failure and 
frustration. 

“We do have these char- 
acters that have real prob- 
lems and things don’t al- 
ways work out. And they 
deal with issues of rejection 
and failure. Those are things 
that our kids deal with, 
too,” said Evestaff. “I think 
if you were to pitch a show 
like this today, it would be a 


very difficult sell.” 

The show still allows Snoopy 
to have his heroic flights 
of fancy — becoming 
the famed == arm-wrestler 
Masked Marvel, hipster Joe 
Cool or the dogged World 
War | Flying Ace behind en- 
emy lines. 

“Charles Schulz always said 
he felt most like Charlie 
Brown — he couldn't al- 
ways kick the football, he 
wasn't always the winner. 
So Snoopy gave that outlet 
to dream a little bigger,” 
said Betts. 

“Peanuts” made its debut 
Oct. 2, 1950. The travails of 
the “little round-headed 
kid” Charlie Brown and his 
pals eventually ran in more 
than 2,600 newspapers, 
reaching millions of readers 
in 75 countries. 

Other Peanuts projects that 
have been launched by 
Apple TV+ include “Snoopy 
in Soace” and “Peanuts in 
Space: Secrets of Apollo 
10,” both of which were 
nominated for Daytime 
Emmy Awards, with the lat- 
ter winning. 

One of the more intriguing 
aspects of “The Snoopy 
Show” is that it shows the 
first time Charlie Brown met 
Snoopy, as well as the first 
time the beagle ever en- 
countered Woodstock. 
Snoopy Is shown as a lonely 
Ouppy inside a barn — the 
last of the litter to be adopt- 
ed — when Charlie Brown 
walks in and hands him a 
bone, felling him they're 
going to be best friends. ) 





Young reader's edition of Michelle Obama's book out 
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Michelle Obama, right, appears with Opra 
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h Winfrey to discusses 


her book “Becoming” during her book tour in Chicago on Nov. 


14, 2018. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Michelle 
Obama's “Becoming” Is 
heading for new chapters. 
Penguin Random House 


Associated Press 


announced Wednesday 
that the former first lady’s 
multimillion-selling memoir 
will be released in a young 


readers edition. If also will 
finally be coming out as a 
paperback, more than two 
years after it was first ODUb- 
lished. “Becoming” has sold 
more than 10 million copies 
worldwide. 

Both books are scheduled 
for March 2. The young 
readers edition is for ages 
10 and up and includes 
a new introduction from 
Obama. 

“Growing up on the South 
Side of Chicago in the 
1960s and ‘70s, my parents, 
Fraser and Marian Robin- 
son, always kept it straight 
with me and my brother, 
Craig. They never sugar- 


coated hard truths or pre- 
sented their reality as any- 
thing other than what it 
was — because they knew 
we could handle it. | want 
to give you all that same re- 
spect,” she writes. 

“SO my promise to you Is 
to give you my story in all 
its messy glory — from the 
time | struggled in front of 
my kindergarten class, to 
my first kiss and the inse- 
curities | felt growing up, To 
the chaos of a campaign 
trail, to the strange experi- 
ence of shaking hands with 
the Queen of England.... 
| hope that as you're read- 
ing my story, you'll also think 


in March 


about your own — be- 
cause It’s the most beauti- 
ful gift you'll ever have.” 
The paperback edition also 
features a new introduc- 
tion by the author, along 
with a book club guide.L) 
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DeChambeau flattered by role in golf's rule-change proposals 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 

AP Sports Writer 

Bryson DeChambeau has 
been pushing the limits of 
golf with his quest for in- 
creased distance off the 
Tee. 

So the game's “mad scI- 
entist” is flattered that 
rule-makers are proposing 
changes to regulations in 
an effort to control how 
far big hitters like him can 
launch a golf ball. 

“| think | might be pushing 
them a little bit,” a smil- 
ing DeChambeau © said 
Wednesday. “I don’t know 
if anybody's pushed them 
like — and I’m not really try- 
ing to push. ... | think that 
I'm willing to try things that 
people are not OK with try- 
INg. 

“When you go to the fringe 
limits of the rules,” he add- 
ed, “there will be conversa- 
tions about it, for sure.” 

The USGA and the R&A on 
Tuesday announced three 
oroposals and six areas of 
interest involving the mod- 
ern game. This comes one 
year after their “Distance 
Insights Project” revealed 
a steady increase in dis- 
tance for more than 100 
years — with average gains 
of about 30 yards by PGA 
Tour players in the last 25 
years — and golf courses 
that keep expanding. 

Rory Mcllroy, speaking 
from the Phoenix Open, 
said the governing bodies 
were looking at the game 
through a “tiny lens.” 
“What they're trying to do 


is change something that 
pertains to 0.1% of the golf- 
ing community; 99.9% of 
the people play this game 
play for enjoyment, for en- 
tertainment. They don't 
need to be told what ball 
or clubs fo use,” Mcllroy 
said. “We have to make 
the game as easy and ap- 
proachable as possible for 
the majority of golfers.” 
Mcllroy said he thought the 
distance project has been 
“a huge waste of time and 
money.” 

“Because that money that 
it's cost to do this report 
could have been way bet- 
ter distributed to getting 
people into the game, in- 
troducing young kids to the 
game, introducing minori- 
ties to the game,” he said. 
Intent on not targeting 
player-related factors such 
as improved athleticism, 
the governing bodies are 
instead looking closer at 
golf equipment as they 
seek solutions fo limiting 
distances. Among the pos- 
sibilities is a local rule that 
could limit the length of 
the shaft to no more than 
46 inches, down from 48 
inches. DeChambeau had 
been testing a 48-inch driv- 
er, Though he has yet to use 
it in competition. 

“It's funny, I’m sure there’s 
a lot of excitement about 
me having a_ potentially 
controversial thought on it, 
but | don’t,” said DeCham- 
beau, soeaking on a video 
call from Saudi Arabia, 
where he is competing in 





Bryson DeChambedu lines up his putt on the ninth green during the third round of the Tournament 
of Champions golf event, Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua, Hawaii. 


the Saudi International on 
the European Tour starting 
Thursday. “| think it’s a really 
cool thought process. It’s a 
little flattering, in a sense, 
because | did talk about 
that 48-inch driver for so 
long, and it just didn’t work 
for me the way | wanted it 
TO. 

“As It's played out, | think 
it’s really cool to see that 
there’s some change off of 
the conversations that I’ve 
had.” 

The American has added 
more than 40 pounds of 
muscle and mass in the last 
year — through changes 
to his diet and hard work in 
the gym — to enable him 
to overpower golf courses, 


like he did when he won his 
first major, a six-shot victory 
in the U.S. Open at Winged 
Foot in September. 

For him, the most impor- 
tant thing is that the rule- 
change proposals do not 


remove the “human ele- 
ment.” 
“It’s about making sure 


that you're playing with the 
relative integrity of back 
in the day,” he said. “Peo- 
ple weren't using 48-inch 
shafts a long time ago, and 
so they are really trying to 
make it similar to back in 
the day in a sense while 
having a modern flair to it 
obviously with the graphite 
shafts and all that.” 

Mcllroy said he would not 
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object to a local rule that 
would apply at the elite 
level in limiting technology, 
or what he said would be 
“some sort of bifurcation.” 

“But we are such a tiny por- 
tion of golf,” he said. “Golf 
is way bigger than the pro- 
fessional game. It’s the oth- 
er stuff that really matters, 
and that’s the stuff they 
need to concentrate on.” 


DeChambeau spoke fo 
other technology — his ox- 
ygen intake. 


The U.S. Open champion 
was favored to win the 
Masters in November but 
fell away after complaining 
of feeling dizzy and some- 
thing being wrong with his 
stomach.) 





AP source: Twins reach 1-year, $13M deal with DH Nelson Cruz 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 

AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 
Minnesota Twins are bring- 
ing back designated hitter 
Nelson Cruz on a one-year, 
$13 million contract, ac- 
cording to a person with 
knowledge of the negotia- 
tions. The agreement was 
reached late Tuesday and 
confirmed Wednesday to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause the deal was pend- 
ing completion of a physi- 
cal exam. Cruz turned 40 
last season and batted .303 
with 16 home runs, 33 RBIs 
and a .992 OPS in 53 games 


during the pandemic-short- 
ened schedule. He has led 
the team in homers in each 
of his two years with the 
Twins while ranking second 
and fourth, respectively, in 
the AL in OPS. The six-time 
All-Star won Silver Slugger 
awards in 2019 and 2020, 
when the Twins won the AL 
Central both seasons. 

Just as valuable to the club 
has been Cruz's leader- 
ship, with his laid-back de- 
meanor and hard-working 
attitude and an ability to 
mentor players like _ first 
baseman Miguel Sand, a 
fellow native of the Domini- 
can Republic. Cruz played 


through a ruptured tendon 
In his wrist in 2019. He won 
the Marvin Miller Man. of 
the Year award in 2020 on 
a vote by his major league 
peers, earning respect 
around the game for his 
efforts to donate a fire en- 
gine and an ambulance 
and help build a police sta- 
tion in his hometown of Las 
Matas De Santa Cruz. 

No player in the major 
leagues has more home 
runs over the last seven 
seasons than Cruz (260), 
who also has the third-most 
RBIs (663) during that span, 
according to Sportradar 
data.L) 





center, smiles in the dugout after the Twins clinched the AL 
Central championship with the Chicago White Sox’s loss during 
the tenth inning of a baseball game in Minneapolis. 
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super Bowl could be farewell for several pending free agents 


By MARK LONG 

AP Pro Football Writer 

It's Unlikely Patrick Ma- 
homes and Tom Brady will 
have their same receiving 
corps next season. Kansas 
City and Tampa Bay have 
several starters, including 
some notable pass catch- 
ers, scheduled to become 
freee agents next month. 
With the NFL salary cap go- 
ing down for the first time 
since 2011 — It’s project- 
ed to decrease by more 
than $20 million because 
of COVID-19 repercussions 
— teams will have diffi- 
cult decisions to make in 
the coming weeks. So the 
Super Bowl between the 
Chiefs and Buccaneers will 
serve as a farewell for sev- 
eral players with their cur- 
rent team. Here’s a look at 
some of the game's most 
orominent names slated To 
hit the open market (in al- 
ohabetical order): 

—Bucs pass rusher Shag 
Barrett, who led the NFL 
with 19% sacks in 2019, 
played under a one-year, 
$15.9 million franchise tag 
in 2020. He has 11 sacks 
this season, including three 
in the NFC championship 
game against Green Bay. 
Tampa is close to $30 million 
under the estimated sal- 
ary cap and might spend 
a good chunk of it on the 
28-year-old linebacker. 
“lm not expecting that | 
would be going anywhere 
else,” said Barrett, who 
rented a home the last two 
years and wants to “start 
laying roots” in Tampa. 
—Chiefs running back Le- 
Veon Bell made nearly $14 





Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Shaquil Barrett (58) celebrates with teammate Jason Pierre-Paul after 
sacking Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers during the second half of the NFC 
championship NFL football game in Green Bay, Wis., Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021. 


million in 2020, with most of 
that being paid by the New 
York Jets. He considered 
signing with Buffalo and Mi- 
ami before landing in Kan- 
sas City, which is unlikely to 
bring him back. The Chiefs 
are an estimated $20 mil- 


lion over the projected 
cap. 
—Bucs receiver Antonio 


Brown might be out of the 
league if not for Brady. 
Brown signed a one-year, 
$1.6 million contract with 
Tampa in late October and 
has been a model citizen 
since. Although he might 
want to test freee agency, 
it’s unclear if anyone would 
take a chance on him. 

—Bucs linebacker Lavonte 
David has been a main- 
stay in Tampa's lineup 
for nine years. He’s wrap- 


ping up a five-year, $50.25 
million deal, but no one 
would be surprised to see 
the 31-year-old defensive 
leader remain in his home 
state (maybe even at a dis- 
counted rate) for the rest of 
his pro career. 

—Tampa Bay running back 
Leonard Fournette was 
cut by Jacksonville days 
before the regular season 
and landed in Tampa ona 
one-year, $2.5 million deal. 
He has provided a nice 1-2 
ounch with Ronald Jones, 
but likely will head else- 
where in hopes of becom- 
ing a featured back again. 
“When I'm healthy, the 
sky's the limit,” Fournette 
said. 

—Bucs receiver Chris God- 
win missed several games 
early this season, but the 
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2017 third-round draft pick 
from Penn State has proven 
his worth with five touch- 
down catches in the last six 
games. General manager 
Jason Licht insists Godwin 
is In the team’s long-term 
plans. 

“lim very much aware off 
all those different possibili- 
ties, but what I’ve done this 
whole season is to not fo- 
cus on it,” Godwin said. “At 
this point, all of those things 
are out of my control.” 
—Veteran tight end Rob 
Gronkowski came out of 
retirement to join Brady in 
Tampa and be close to 
his mom in Fort Myers. He 
started every game for the 
first time since 2011. He has 
45 receptions for 623 yards 
and seven touchdowns 
after signing a one-year, 


$9 million deal. If he wants 
to play another season, 
the Bucs will find a way to 
make it work. 

—Bucs running back 
LeSean McCoy has a 
chance to become the 
ninth player in NFL history 
to collect consecutive Su- 
per Bowl rings with different 
teams, joining an exclusive 
club that includes Deion 
Sanders and LeGarrette 
Blount. He’s already weigh- 
ing his future: whether to 
stick around a little longer 
as a backup or retire at 
age 32. “If | get a second 
championship, with every- 
thing I’ve accomplished, 
it might be over,” he said. 
“You never know. I'll revisit 
that later.” 

—Chiefs receiver Demar- 
cus Robinson Is third on the 
team with a career-high 
45 catches after signing a 
one-year deal to remain in 
Kansas City. 

He hasn't missed a game in 
five seasons, but the Chiefs 
wouldn't miss him much if 
he walked. 

—Chiefs safety Daniel So- 
rensen is having a career 
year. He led the team with 
91 tackles in the regular 
season to go along with 
three interceptions. He’s on 
the wrong side of 30, but 
he would be a bargain at 
$4 million a year. 

—Bucs defensive lineman 
Ndamukong Suh made six 
sacks while starting every 
game for the ninth con- 
secutive season. He turned 
34 last month and might 
be willing to sign another 
one-year deal to stay in 
Tampa.L) 








In this image from video, Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and chief 
medical adviser to the president, speaks during a White House 
briefing on the Biden administration's response to the COVID-19 
pandemic Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021, in Washington. 
Associated Press 





Fauci warns against Super Bowl parties 


to avoid virus spread 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
nation’s top infectious dis- 
ease expert doesn’t want 
the Super Bowl fo turn into 
a super spreader. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, says 
when it comes to Super 
Bowl parties during the 
pandemic, people should 
“just lay low and cool if.” 
He said during TV _ inter- 
views Wednesday that 
now isn’t the time to invite 
oeople over for watch par- 


ties because of the possi- 
bility that they're infected 
with the coronavirus and 
could sicken others. 

Big events like Sunday’s 
game in Tampa, Florida, 
between the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers are al- 
ways a cause for concern 
over the potential for virus 
soread, Fauci said. 

“You. don't want par- 
ties with people that you 


haven't had much con- 
tact with,” he told NBC's 
“Today” show. “You just 
don't know if they're in- 
fected, so, as difficult as 
that is, at least this time 
around, just lay low and 
COOlMi. 

The NFL has capped game 
attendance at 22,000 
people because of the 
pandemic and citywide 
coronavirus mandates.) 








